
THE MINISTER WAS THANKED BY WECREATE CHAIR – PAULA BROWNING

Many of you here tonight have been involved in the New Zealand creative sector for a long time.  It’s 

exciting, energising and an incredible sector to be a part of and one that has been overlooked from an 

economic perspective for too long. But not any more. The vision of Minister Goldsmith , supported by 

his team at the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment, is giving us a unique opportunity to 

demonstrate to government not just what we’re doing now, but what we’re capable of delivering in the future. 

Within our each of our creative industries we know what we do well. We can all demonstrate, as the production 

showed us tonight, incredible examples of creative New Zealanders taking on the world. If we can get the right mix of private and public 

investment, combined with a legislative and regulatory regime that ensures New Zealand creative businesses have a framework that supports 

growth, then we can leverage our can-do, nothing’s impossible approach. We can develop the creative sector into one that plays a significant 

role in helping to diversify New Zealand’s economy. And we can ensure that future generations of creative kiwis can earn a living from their 

creativity. 

So – my first thank you for this evening goes to Minister Goldsmith –for  having a vision for our sector and for establishing a mechanism for us 

to share the sectors’ successes and challenges with  government that will lead to informed policy making.

My second thank you goes to the people who lead the organisations that are members of WeCreate. Without your support for change from 

within the organisation, we would not have achieved what we have so far in the wider sector. Also to the members of our Strategy Council – 

your in-depth knowledge of creative business and your willingness to share this with us is invaluable.

And to those of you who are officially “friends” of WeCreate – your endorsement of the need for New Zealand to have strong and vibrant 

creative industries is wonderful and we thank you for that.

To J&A Productions – our event managers for tonight – a totally professional team effort – thanks guys.

And a special thank you to a small but beautifully formed group of women who are the driving force behind WeCreate – Kristin, Sandy and 

Victoria. If the All Black’s need help in the front row, we’ll send you over. 

I hope all of you are looking forward to the next year as much as I am. We’ve got an incredible opportunity to take our creative sector to new 

heights and you can all be a part of that. Let’s grab it in both hands so that we can continue to prove to New Zealand and to the world that 

there’s more to our beautiful country than rugby, racing and beer – we’re talented, innovative and creative – all the ingredients that a prosperous 

country needs.
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